
It is my honor to serve SIG ED as Co-Chair this year. It was exciting to meet so many of you at the 
2014 Annual Meeting—hope you received one of the SIG ED magnets! I am also very excited about 
our new officer team this year. We are spread out geographically—from Colorado to Germany—but 
we have already proven that physical distances are not a barrier to our success. 
We have a number of ideas for webinar projects this year, including our former Chair Naresh 
Agarwal’s suggestion for a webinar on producing webinars. We would also like to coordinate with 
student chapters to bring their programs to a wider audience—a good investment for our operating 
budget.
We will start planning for 2015 Annual Meeting proposals in January so that SIG ED can have a 
strong presence in St. Louis. As a first step, we will lobby for reinstating the SIG ED Preparing for the 
Academic Job Market panel as a permanent annual offering. A similar panel for new practitioners 
would align with the theme of the 2015 meeting. We also plan to seek out and take advantage of 
opportunities to co-sponsor events with other SIGs.
An important activity this year is to widely advertise the SIG ED travel award through all ASIS&T 
channels with an emphasis on the student chapters. The travel award is a good tool for increasing 
student involvement in ASIS&T while also increasing SIG ED membership. A win–win for everyone!           
We welcome your input as we plan for activities throughout the year. Please let us know your 
ideas for webinars and 2015 Annual Meeting panels or workshops. Your ideas will propel SIG ED to 
excellence!
Thank you for your interest in SIG ED and your help in making this a year to remember!     -Karen  

In my view SIG ED is the ‘lifeblood’ of ASIST as it crosscuts all SIGS and Chapters through its efforts 
to advance education for information science and to support the development of current and 
future ASIST members. While our resources are limited, your officers have come up with program 
and activity ideas that address our education for information science mission. We have a vision 
of multiplying our limited resources by leveraging our efforts through the efforts of others. For 
example, we plan to use the experience of producing educational webinars, which have produced 
revenue for SIG ED, to fund the webinar efforts of student chapters. Fundamental to this leveraging 
of resources is our plan to produce a webinar on producing webinars, which ASIST student chapters 
and others can build on.
We can further leverage our limited resources by involving you, the SIG ED membership, in 
suggesting and possibly participating in webinars and other activities that allow the educational 
mission of SIG ED to prosper beyond the limits of activities that take place at the time and place of 
the ASIST Annual Meeting.
Thank you for being part of SIG ED and its information science and technology adventure! -Paul 
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The SIG ED newsletter is published in January, April, 
July, and October, and features updates  
on SIG ED activities and news of interest to SIG ED 
members.  
Have an idea or suggestion for future issues?  
Email Suzi Rogers Gruber at srgruber@gmail.com.

THE YEAR AHEAD – NOTES FROM THE CHAIRS



Co-Chair - Karen Miller is a doctoral candidate at the School 
of Library and Information Science at 
the University of South Carolina. She is 
working hard to add the “Ph.D.” to her 
M.B.A., J.D., and MLIS degrees within 
the next few years! Karen’s research 
interests include the valuation of cultural 
heritage institutions, automated analysis 
of large datasets, digital libraries, 
digital information infrastructure, and 
preservation.  Karen assumed the SIG ED 

Co-Chair position during the 2014 Annual Meeting and plans 
to leverage her experience as a former program coordinator 
and SIG Member of the Year (2012) in helping SIG ED achieve 
excellence this year. Karen also serves as the Alternate 
Student Representative to the Chapter Assembly, Program 
Coordinator for the South Carolina ASIS&T Student Chapter, 
is an ASIS&T New Leader for 2014 to 2015, and is a member 
of the ASIS&T Presidential Task Force to promote student 
involvement.  
Co-Chair - Paul Solomon is currently a faculty member at the 

University of South Carolina. Previously, 
he was a faculty member at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he 
served as Associate Dean, Interim Dean, 
and Senior Associate Dean. He was a 
Fulbright Professor in Finland.
He earned a B.S. in Business 
Administration from Penn State; an 
M.B.A. from the University of Washington; 
and M.L.S. and PhD degrees from the 

University of Maryland.
He has served on many SIG ED related ASIST award juries 
including the Doctoral Forum three times and as Doctoral 
Forum mentor five times. 
Co-Chair Elect - Liya Deng, M.Ed., MLIS, is a doctoral student 

and Cultural Heritage Informatics 
Leadership fellow at the School of Library 
and Information Science, University of 
South Carolina.  Previously, she served as 
the Government Information Librarian at 
an academic library. Her current research 
agenda lies at the interpenetration of 
culture and information technology, 
focusing on the accessibility issues and 
the impact of modern technologies on the 

preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage through 
the creation of digital libraries, archives, and museums. Her 
other research interests include equality of access to cultural 
heritage and the use of inquiry-based learning strategies in 
libraries and cultural institutions.

Co-Chair Elect Stan Trembach is currently a doctoral student 
at the University of South Carolina School 
of Library and Information Science and 
the recipient of the Cultural Heritage 
and Informatics Leadership fellowship 
from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. Previously, he has 
served in academic library settings as 
the Instructional Services Librarian 
and the Library Reference Fellow in 
Georgia and Texas. In addition to his 

BA in Teaching English and German, Stan received an MA in 
History from Clemson University and MLIS from UNC-Chapel 
Hill. His research interests include universal accessibility of 
information, history of library and information science, and 
the use of social media and other modern technologies to 
increase visibility of brands and products in libraries and 
cultural centers.
Secretary - Anna Ferri is an MLIS candidate at the School of 

Library, Archival and Information Studies 
at the University of British Columbia and 
works as a Student Librarian at West 
Vancouver Memorial Library. In addition 
to serving as the secretary for SIG ED, 
she is the Student Representative on the 
Executive Board of the British Columbia 
Library Association and on the editorial 
board for redesigning their professional 
publication.   

Connect with her on Twitter @annamferri.
Treasurer - Dr. Hans-Christoph Hobohm Full Professor for 

Library and Information Science, at 
Potsdam University of Applied Sciences, 
Germany. Teaching: library management, 
information behavior and knowledge 
management. Head of program: “Master 
of Arts, Information Sciences”, former 
dean of the dept. of Information 
Sciences. 
Before coming to Potsdam: graduating 
in French and German literary history 

and in library science at University of Cologne and at EHESS 
(École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales) in Paris; PhD 
on Censorship of novels in the French enlightenment. Then 
for several years head of “products and marketing”-dept. at 
Social Science Information Centre in Bonn/Berlin. He is ASIS&T 
New Leader 2014-2016 in conjunction with the International 
Relations Comittee. For more information:  
http://de.linkedin.com/in/hanschristophhobohm
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Did you miss the latest SIG ED webinar? 
SIG ED collaborated with SJSU ASIS&T to present Producing Effective Online Programs:  
Experiences and Lessons Learned. View it here: http://www.asis.org/Conferences/webinars/Webinar-SIGED-
1-21-2015-purchase.html
This webinar was also featured in one of the most recent ASIS&T blogs. You can read Dianne Rasmussen 
Pennington’s review of our event at http://www.asis.org/SocialMedia/?p=323

M.Ed
http://de.linkedin.com/in/hanschristophhobohm
http://www.asis.org/Conferences/webinars/Webinar-SIGED-1-21-2015-purchase.html
http://www.asis.org/Conferences/webinars/Webinar-SIGED-1-21-2015-purchase.html
http://www.asis.org/SocialMedia/?p=323


Communications Officer - Hassan Zamir is a doctoral candidate 
at the School of Library and Information 
Science of University of South Carolina. His 
research interests revolve around the areas 
of information retrieval, social informatics, 
information seeking, information architecture, 
usability and user experiences. His 
dissertation topic focuses on understanding 
the culture, nature and motivation of 
information seeking and sharing in social 
media during social crises. He has visited and 

presented in various conferences during last three years of his 
PhD life. He is deeply involved in professional services, namely 
in various Special Interest Groups (SIGs), student chapters, and 
university organizations. Apart from study, he thoroughly enjoys 
watching soccer leagues and has an affection to play cricket on 
Saturdays. He is fond of traveling in different places with his wife, 
as well.
Program Coordinator - Rajesh Singh is Assistant Professor 

in the School of Library and Information 
Management at Emporia State University. 
After earning his PhD in Information Studies 
from Åbo Akademi University, Finland, he 
also spent two years as Lecturer in the 
School of Library, Archival and Information 
Studies at the University of British Columbia 
in Vancouver, Canada. His research interests 
lie in the areas of knowledge sharing in 
virtual environments, information marketing 

and branding, and the impact of emerging techtnologies on 
LIS student learning. More information about his teaching, 
scholarship and service is available on his website at http://
lisrajesh.com.
Public Relations Officer - Suzanne (Suzi) Rogers Gruber graduated 

with her MLIS from San Jose State University 
in December 2014 and has a BA in Literary 
Studies from Simon’s Rock College. Her first 
library position was as an undergraduate 
student aide in a small academic library and 
her most recent was as a graduate student 
assistant as a mobile application designer 
and developer. In between, she’s worked in 
publishing, photography, and tech startups, 
and has volunteered for many nonprofits 

and community organizations. In 2013-2014, Suzi was Chair of 
the SJSU ASIS&T Executive Committee. Her areas of interest 
include user experience, organizational strategy, and community 
development. 

2014 ANNUAL MEETING
SIG ED enjoyed a productive and inspiring 
weekend at the ASIS&T Annual Meeting 
in November, participating in the annual 
newcomers’ brunch and the SIG reception, and 
holding our annual business meeting. 
During the business meeting, the SIG ED board 
reviewed the activities of the previous year, 
elected three new members to the board, and 
established an agenda for 2014-2015. Past Chair 
Chris Cunningham officially awarded the 2014 
Student Travel Scholarship to Stan Trembach.

Planning is underway for SIG ED’s 
programming submissions for the 
2015 Annual Meeting. If you have 
ideas for presentations, papers, or 
workshops, please contact one of 
our co-chairs.

GET INVOLVED - STAY IN TOUCH!
Website: http://asistsiged.wordpress.com
Mailing List: http://mail.asis.org/mailman/listinfo/siged-l
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/191857337559701
Twitter: @asistsiged
Join at www.asis.org/membership
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